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| Moscow-d eath
man ‘knew of
embassy spy

= _,By- N'IGE'L',WADE in Moscow

UAR DENNIS SKINNER, the Midland Bank
: rcpusenhhu ‘found dead after plinging

from a Moscow: ‘apartment in..June, gave.a

warmng of “a spy. in the British Embassy"'

two dlys before his. death .

" Mr -Skinner, 5%, had worked ,in . Moscow sinice
' 1967 and’ was: doyen ‘of the British business communny

' On .the "afteinoon of June
15.he appeared at the:door of
a neighbouring ! British - busi-
nessman, Mr . Bill. Cane, ol{

Rank-Xerox gave
wife, Mrs.Va ne,’'a Hand-,
written,. foolscap 'note:

. Mrs-Cane told -me yesterday:
* It juet said, 1 -believe that
when I go-to the embassy -this'
evening -for the Queen’s births.
day -party 1 will be.. arrested.
Please go to the embassy: for
guards to- be there.in - case, 1
try .to make a.run for it'

Mrs Cane continued : “ The
note said if ‘he was arrested
he wonld not get' out alive.
Then it said -that there was 2
v and
Please
do this for me or I''am a
dead man’

The appzrhnt meaning 6f the
fetter is that he’ fearcd Soviets
would " arrest him-as he ‘went
to the embassy ' reception “and
he was asking for British.- em-
b:s:v people have * guards™
f.e. British seécurity personnel,
on hand to help him in case he
managed: to. break away ' if
arrested.

On: the mormng.n! ‘Friday,
June 17, foreign residents going
to work hear8 a crash and
found- Mr Skinner's bodv. on
the groand beside: his- ls-smr:y
apartment :Mock .

A blue xmener ‘'was pulled'
ovor his'head. and: the inside
ot; his left trouser lcg wus'

“apeo theaittin
\ﬂ(dndng 'dvxx:hSkmners IZt:h-
oor fla was swingi
opea_in, the bree;e. el i
AR lhqnm oh ‘M7 Skm e,
which opened -at Croydon gwo
months "ago,"is ‘to ‘be resumed
i -secrecy ofor reasons t which
are -bclmed o be counected

Cane sald'vcs!
d:y"t‘heyc had semh state)nc:trc
e _coroner, through che
Britlsh Embassy.  and~ bchrv(d.
'that ‘the embassy: had also
warded. Mr skihnefx dramnc.

thrv were con-
cerned -at “the-'time - that ‘Mr
Skinner should' be helped. and
had expected’ the -embassy to.
put him-on the first’ plané home.

He-had 2 valid e
;a British _Airways' ticket for
1 Monday. June 20, when he: wa'
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jdue to hc in Fnzlmd for a

busmcss meeting.

ither # was genuine or it
was all in his mmd said Mr
Cane..
' Either way, you would have

ito take it seriously.”

‘' Mr Skinner handed his nolc
ta Mrs Cane at about 3 pm.
on ‘the i5th and Mr Cane took
it .dircctly ‘to the embassy.
where he was received by Mr
John  Burnett, the  senior
security officer.

Mr Gane said he pointed Mr
Skinner out to Mr Burnett at
the Queen’s birthday party that
evening and they had a talk.

- When Mr Cane later asked
Mr Skinner bow he was, the
banker replied: “iVe are not
out of the woods yet.”

Mr. Cane said the embassy
security official told him - that
Mr Skinner would be takep
care of. .

‘The next Mr Cane heard of
him  was when a2 colleague
 broke the news of his death on
Frida_v moraing.

It has since heen established
that the embassy artanged for
Mr Skinner to <tay the night
6f- Wednesday the 15th at the
flat of Mr ‘Simon Butt, a second
secretary.

Attended rcceptmn

'On Thorsday the 16th he was
interviewed by the British
Embassy’s - second-in-command.
Mr David Ratford, and M

Burnett, of seruritv.

i"He attepded” a. .rcc ﬁlmn for
tho m:mmﬂwm

- Commere: A the l’ra- lite-

taucani o Thursday.. Adght.,
About two bours hcrore hia
body was found he made an

’Cofminucd on Back P, Col 7
R
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telephone call :to
his: \home, ;and

t
agam o 1ded- tobe. in- dlstress.-

“Mr Skinner was a sohtarv
man.” He Tad a ‘Russian wife
who-was- with him -ir~Modcow
for a time, but:went:to England
about two_years. ago.. o

It was unqcrstpcd, in Moscow-

tHén that this was for thn bene-
fit of the}r young spn’s-school-
mg

‘ Skmners busmess card
showe@ was. an. M BE.

"Mrs. S mner also has. another-

' son' by a’ prenous mamave to
.a Bussian: - This:son " is - also be
lievedto be in, Englaud ;

He ‘was--a: member 6f the
governing ‘board- of - ‘Moscow's

» Anglo-American’ schogl. . but his -

friends were: few, he: ceemed ill
'at ease’in social company and

colleagues recall him "as de-

pressed'and lonely. -

A fellow forcwnx banker said
he ‘often fourid Mr Skinner sit-
ting at his'desk reading a thick
paperback, ‘apparently . because
the bankmg business .was ‘so
slow.

: Me.mb_e‘rs' of the small British
[community - in Moscow believe
Mr Skinner may have-developed
some_kind of persecution mania.
but ' speculation continues ‘as to
.whether he. could .have been
involved ‘in espionage. and, -if
so, for whom

lokoed a “very fng tened man
‘when he came to me.

hear: of Mr Skinher’s apparent
fall- because .they -believed he
was in-the carecof the embassy.
Mr. Cane \xent lmm(‘d)atPl\'
to the embassv | and)saw Mr
Ratford “and. Mr Burnett.

¢ Feared arrest’

He said -he -asked. them how

Skmnet had "conte. fo be

back in- lns apartment unaccom
pamed -

“Thev said, they- had a Iong
chat "with hlm the- day ‘before
and- that, as-hé: was afraid he
would.. be. arrested “at the air-
port, “he had’ thought it best
not 'to ‘change’ his ‘travel’ plans
in'.case -this aroused suspicion.”

embassv .doctor -was: - present
when. Mr.-Skinner .-was inter-
viewed s and: Wwas: very. surprised
whenhe was’ *told -no.

“sWhen T asked them ‘why-he

‘had triédéve
P faved ‘With” Mr ‘Butt 'on

,they had’a Tong talk: with ‘him

C Whatever it was “fo. him-it-
was real,” said Mrs, Cane “He"

The Canes. ‘were, shocked to’

Mr Cane said-he asked if ithe-

was _left .alone,’ they said they .
erything- they’ could:

Wednes ay . n lght On. Thursday ™
and hehad sUggcsréd he should

cafry .on’ as normal until hi

_planned' deéparture on Monday.

“Mr Cane said he was told tha
Mr Sl\mm‘( did have “som
problems and: womes but noti
ing abnormal.”

ME Cane ‘'was told that th-
B ‘had’ offered to keey
ne with ;Mr “Skinner aye:
the wedkend, but that he had
said it would be better if he
went. on in his own way. -
“"Mr Skinrer had ‘expected to
finish' His- Aloscow posting lta<
May, - colleagues .said. but thi-
was ‘latér changed -to. Septem
ber to

‘He “represented I.C I. !'hr
com.puter firm.in Moscow from
1968 before changing to the
Mldland Bank in 1976.

In the past vear or twe hr
had given wup alcohol and
tobacco and become a jopget.
But  some collecagues had
heard that he had started
-drinking again -and he had told
some he was having trouble
sleeping because he no lopers
smoked.

He was believed to be takinz
anti-smoking pills.

‘ Talks with Ambassador’

Mr Nick Burton, formerly Mr
Skinner’s deputy in  Moscow,
and Mr John Segar, [last Euro-
pean regional manager for the
Midland  Bank, arrived © in
Moscow in the week following
Mr Skinner’s-death.

‘Several foreign bhusinessmen
have .quoted them. as sayving
they spent.a total of 14 hours

~with' the - British Ambassador,

Sir lain” Sutherland, in one of
the - embassy’s “leak proo{"

" secure Tooms.

But. Mr and Mrs (.mv said
the "embassy did not tell the
two. bank officials about Mr
Skinuner's - urgent wote, * which
the Canes call* a cry for help.”

Mr Cane said the bank men
leatned. of  the note hv chance.
near the end ‘of their.stav. from
another - British  businessman
resident in- Moscow.

A " neighbour in the bleak

‘tower block where Mr Ski noef

lived said he met him coming
back from a jog two or three
weeks' ‘before his death and
asked ‘why he was not at work.

Mr. Skinner - replied that -he
‘had "so little time left he had
to make. the. most of it.

Foreign Off-ice eilent

- OUR - DIPLOMATIC STARF
writes: The Iorexrxn Office rcag
ted with “no . comment” fo
qumtlons about. the Skinner
case "vwsterday. A spokesmir

. said ‘because of the inquest thr

3

matter was sub judice.
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